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S the favout and protection, I have met with in this coun- 
try, inclines me to exert myſelf on all occaſions in its 


ſervice :. ſo the particular countenance and generous treatment. 


I have received from your- ſociety, renders me eager. to ſeize 
every opportunity of preſenting my tribute of gratitude to you. 


Both theſe motives have had a ſhare in exciting me to make chis 


application. But there is another reaſon for my addreſſing myſelf 


to you in particular, on this occaſion : which is, that it con- 
cerns 4 matter, wherein I confider myſelf as acting in a truſt: 


and a part of the office of that truſt was, to bring the fubjeR 
before you in due time. But to render this intelligibie, give me 
leave to lay the following circumſtances before you. The late 
Mr. PeTzx Wyca, then chairman of your committee of agri- 
culture, among many other public-ſpirited endeavours for the 
improvement of that art, procured from America, the ſeeds of 
ſeveral various kinds of grafſes. In the number of thoſe, was 


one called-Bizp-Grass, (a) of which he entertained the 


(a) This ſpecies of American graſs 8 merits the re- 
gard of the public here, from that peculiar quality which is ap- 
parent in it: viz. its exceeding ſtrong power of vegetation, that 
renders it capable of ſupporting ſelf with * on dry land; 
maintaining its verdure even after ripening its ſeed ; and ſpread- 
ing its roots ſo faſt, as to fill up, in a very ſhort time, every 
void ſpace of ground near it. If additionally to this important 
property, the copious production, both of ſeed and hay, ſhould 
prove to be, as Mr. Rocque imagines, this graſs may be eſ- 
teemed a very valuable acquiſition to huſbandry. 
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_ -pevertheleſs, it ſhould appear to you, gentlemen, that any 
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higheſt hopes, that it might proye very to Ai 
. He put an PUPce and a Ur or "this fea into my 
hands, in March 1964, with intent that I might cultivate it: 


and that we might inform ourſelves of its natuye and qualities, 
in order to bring it properly before you; that, under your 
ſanction, it might be made known, and rendered uſeful to the 
public, if it appeared capable of being fo. This was his de- 
fign : but his death preyented its being carried into execution 
by himſelf. I haye, notwithſtanding, progeegded with the 
greateſt attention to perform the part. which was committed to 
my cate : and having raiſed, propagated, and duly obſeryed 
this graſs, am clearly of opinion, it has ſeveral qualities, that 
will render it ſerviceable to this country, I have drawn up 
an acbount of theſe my obſeryations : which I here fubmit to 
your conſideration: being ' confident, your ＋ * examina- 
tion will bring to light the true uſe of this gra N 
Sigh seputation procure the attention of the Sublic to it, if 
found deſerving, in a much more eſſectuul manner, thao 
humble endeavours, as a private perſon, poſſibly can do. 1. 


thing I can do further, will aſſiſt, in effeQuating this purpoſe; 
J Pall be proud to receive your commande: being on this, 
and all other inſtances, ready to prove myſplf, 


GeNnTLEMEN, 
Yeur moſt obedient, and moſt 
obliged humble ſervant, 
B. Roc . 
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AN 


ACCOUNT of the NATURE, &c. 


JN the month of March, 2964, 1 received row the late 

Faru Wg. Faq; the qhaitman of the 1 of 
agticulture in the Society for the .enequragement of arty, Sec. 
an ounce and a half af the ſeed of a kind of grafs called 
Biap-Gnaps- He abtained u Dm Virgipia, where 3t grows, 
thaygh it js got a pative plant. The intentiqn af putting it 
into my hands was, in order that I ſhopld cultivate it, and be 
hence able to form a judgment whether it might have any 
peculiar properties nat faund ip aur grafſes, that would ten- 
der it an .adyantageons article of culture here. He beg, him- 
ſelf, conceived a very high opinion of it, by the information 
he had gained gancerning it, from the country whence it came; 
and intended, as ſoon as he ſhould have due proof from ex- 
periment, of what he hoped, to bring it befare the 
For the ehcentagewent of arts, &c. who had, with public- 
ſpirited zeal, entered very miputely into the conſideration of 
the means of improving paſturage. Being very ſolicitaus to 
acguit myſelf the truſt, I carefully preſerved this little 
treaſure till tbe manth of April: which 1 thopght might be 
a fit time to ſow it. Not being acquainted with the parti- 
cular nature of this graſs, 1 prepared the ground for it, in the 
fame manner, as I thould have done for a flower- bed: rakin 
jt with a wooden rake. I did this, as ] was willing, by eve- 
ry means, to ſecure its coming up - but ſuch care would not 
have appeared in the leaſt pęceſſary, had I known its great 
hardineſs, and force of vegetating power, as J baye done 
ſince. 

At the time I expected the BIA p- GRASS to riſe from my 
ſeed, I found the weeds and common graſs coming up very 
thick : fo that I copld not diſtinguiſh the defired kind from 


theſe intruders ; particularly the poa-graſs. Being a ſtranger, 
as I before faid, to the appearance of the Bizxo-Grass, I 


Thought it the beſt way to weed out the other graſs and herbs, 
whick 


1 6 
which I knew, and to let, what I could not diſtinguiſh to be 
ſo, remain in the ground: and my eagerneſs was ſo great, to 
perceive, whether the BIX D-GRASS was come up, that I went 
almoſt every hour to look after it. I diſcovered it at laſt, in 
about a month from the time of its being ſown, by its having a 
deeper green hue than is commonly ſeen in our graſſes ; and 1 
tranſplanted it, as ſoon as I imagined it would bear moving, in- 
to ſome of the ſame kind of ground, as that on which it had 
been raiſed : having firſt turned it up and cleared it from weeds. 
The fize of this piece of ground, was about twenty rods : part 
of it a little gravelly, and the other part of it moory land. 1 
ſoon obſerved, the Brxp-Grass grew better on the gravelly 
than on the moory part of the ground. That, on the gravelly, 
being of a better cotour and fweeter than that on the moory ; 
which was pale and yellow. And with reſpect to the moory 
ground itſelf, one part was moiſter than the other, and the 
Brxp-Grass grew better on the drier fide, than on the wet. 
The graſs looked well, however, all the fummer, and, in the 
month of September following, I began to gather the ſeed, and 
proceeded in it till October. The product of ſeed was in quan- 
tity about twelye pounds. | | 

The firſt year, the graſs did not grow to be above two feet 
and an half high: but the ſecond, it roſe to be four feet high. 
On the 14th of June of that year, being 1765, I meaſured out 
ten rods of this graſs; and cut it. Three days after, I weighed 
the product of this ten rod, herb and ſeed together; and they 
amounted to twelve hundred pounds. The 10th of Auguſt fol- 
lowing, the fame graſs was again grown to the height of two feet 
eight inches, and was a ſecond time fit to cut for hay: but I did 
not cut it; becauſe, J wanted a ſecond crop of feed : which 
obtained in the beginning of October; and it proved a much 
greater crop than the former. About this time, a good dea! of 
rain fell: which occaſioned me no ſmall ſhare of trouble in dry- 
ing the graſs, and turning the little, cocks. I then firſt remark- 
ed, that ſhoots were made from almoſt every joint, in conſe- 
quence of the moiſture ; but, from ſome more than others: and 
of theſe mary were of a ſinger's length. Had ] not ſuffered this 
£26 to ſta d, that I might fave the ſeed, I am fatisfied, I could 
have mowed it thrice in the year ; but wanting to collect as great 
quantity, as 1 could, of the ſeed, I have not yet actually tricd 
that 
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to rot, or fail in patches, as moſt other kinds of graſs do. 


-Li.93 91 
that experiment. 1 am very confident, however, that this kind 
of graſs may be brought to afford eight tons of bay per acre, in 
the year: and any perſon who may entertain doubts of the rea- 
ſonableneſs of this ſuppoſition, may have them cleared up by 
ocular proof, if they will take the trouble to call on me; as 
great numbers of gentlemen have already done, to their in- 
tire ſatisfaction in this point. The latter end of May; and 
the beginning of June, will be a proper time for ſuch inſpec- 
tion ; as this graſs, being a * kind, will be fit to cut 
at that ſeaſon. 

This graſs has a peculiar quality, diferent from what is found 


in any other kind I ever knew before; which is, that it has ve- 


ry ſhort joints, and that every joint ſends out ſhoots, which ſtrike 
root whenever they touch the ground. On taking a full grown 
plant of the graſs out of the ground, it will be found, mpre- 
over, capable of being divided into twenty ſmaller roots or off- 
ſets, proper to be again planted : and theſe offsets, though ta- 
ken thus from the root, even in the beginning of July, will bear 
feed the ſame year. If, likewiſe, when this graſs i 1s ready to be 
mowed, there ſhould happen to be much rain, no damage will 
enſue on waiting a month for fair weather. Becauſe, as this 
graſs is conſtantly ſending dut ſhoots at every joint, it always 
keeps freſh : and does not wither, nor rot at the bottom, as 
other graſſes do: but, on the contrary, it continues green, e- 
ven till the ſeed be ripe : which is certainly a very fingular 
property, and of great conſequence. 

The goodneſs of this kind of graſs, may alſo be very ob- 
viouſly inferred from the following particular. When I firſt. 
ſowed it, which was in the month of April 1764, I had, as 
I have above declared, only one ounce and a half of the ſeed: 
but betwixt that time and the preſent, I have found ſuch a 
ſurpriſing increaſe, that I have collected from the ſucceflive 
products of this ounce and half, as much ſeed as has ſown 
two hundred and fifty acres of land: and have beſides, as 
much by me, at preſent, as will ſow one hundred acres more, 

I ſhall not now dwell any longer, on the commendation of 
this graſs, than only to ſay, that it has every quality requi- 
fite to make good hay. That it is eaſily Propagated, and 
from a very ſmall proportion of ſeed. That it is not ſubject 
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That it is 4 Beautifuf green at Al tires, and conſeqventiy 
Mords a moff pleaſing verdure, when wit in fight of ang 
houſe; of mache — oy ptolpecr. Aid laſtty, that the 
produce of hay Aan. it is extreme great : being much more 
than any other kind 6f trac grad wilt Meld. Of the truth of 
an tb, my persons eat Witter, de Wave, en Reing the 
teak trjnds fſpbRing it, geh thi enconmmuns on it. 
I fall, therefore, proceed tow ir aw directions for its 
culture. 

The ground, on which the ſeed of this kind of grab is in- 
tended to be ſown, is to be prepared in the marmty hat would 
be proper for lucern: that is to ſay; ii ſhould be well plouglh- 
ed and harrowed ; and cleared as much 25 poſlible from all 
weeds, im the fatne way es is done for barley. When the 
ground is well mellowed and ſweetened; the feed may be fown': 
the quantity r Wo gow pound and à half per 
acre ; and the time of doing it, from March to April. 
Before the Brzp-Grass ſeed be ſown, it is proper to fow 
ad much barley, or oats, as will afford half a crop: and ſuch 
barley or oats being harrowed in, the pound and half of Bizp- 
Grass ſeed muſt be. ſown over it: after which, in general 
caſes, the ground is only to be rolled the firſt o opportunity, 
when it is dry. Bur 7 the foil be andy of dry, Xx may be 
proper to give it a very light harrowing. 

This kind of graſs cahnot be well ſown without ſome corn. 
Becauſe it is of fo fine and delicate a nature, at its firſt coming 
up, that the weeds would overpower and choak it, at that 
time: of à great expence would be neceffüry for cleantdg them 
away by the cat But, whieti this grafs is ſo mature, as to be 
in the ſtate of à paſtute, or fit to tt: it grows ſo cloſe and 
thick; chat if a andful of money was thrown up over it, none 
would, when fallen, I attr certain, reach the ground. 

As io the natut of the foll, ptopþer for the culture of Binp- 
Gnas, almoſt every kind will do vety well for it; except, as 
has been obſerved before; ſuch 48 is 700 wet or mobry; and 
this is one of the good: properties of this graſs. Hetauſe few 
tinds flouriſh much on dry grvelly groumd. : 

 Fhis is a juſt accdum of the! obſervatioms ard” e ves, 
1 have hitherto] made on chis valuable* gra”; and "they ſeem 
ſufficient to juſtify me. in endeayouning td tender it xn to 
the public; as an dbject worth their acteutiol 
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